FOLLOWING THE COVENANT PATH

REPENTING OUR WAY T0 THE TEMPLE



OVERVIEW

» Why Covenants?

» The Temple

» The Covenant Path

» Barriers to progression
» Defining repentance

» Applying repentance



WHY COVENANTS

Elder Russel M Nelson (Oct 2011)



WHY COVENANTS

WHY COVENANTS?

» Covenants grant access to the power of God

» Covenants provide a structured path through
our time on the earth

» Shield us from distraction and confusion by
defining goals for us to move towards

» Access to all the blessings of the gospel are
predicated upon accepting the conditions
governing their us




THE TEMPLE

President Russel M Nelson (April 2021)



THE TEMPLE

THE TEMPLE

» Grants us access to the penultimate covenants -y
available in this life Ve T

» Allows us to express ultimate Christ-Like
service through helping grant access to
covenants to those who can't for themselves
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» Repeated exposure to consecrated spaces
helps us receive guidance from the spirit by
isolating the influences of the world.
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THE COVENANT PATH

D Todd Christofferson, April 2021



THE COVENANT PATH

OVERVIEW OF COVENANT PATH PROGRESSION

» Begins with Baptism
» Builds with the Priesthood
» Expands in the temple

» Continues beyond death



THE COVENANT PATH

ASPECTS OF THE PATH

» Obedience to Gods' commandment with exactness and diligence
» Binding of individual souls to God

» Influence of the Holy Ghost

» Gathering of others into the Covenant Path

» Inheritance of covenant blessings



THE COVENANT PATH

Dale G Renlund, April 2023



THE COVENANT PATH

SPECIFIC TEMPLE COVENANTS

» Obedience to Gods' commandment with exactness and diligence

» Access to and participation in the repentance process with the intent to change
to avoid future transgression

» Through repentance become better able to live the gospel by understanding
and conversion to its' principles.

» Purity of intent and process regarding the procreative power

» Application of all the blessings received through obedience to the gospel in
pursuit of bringing others to the same blessings



BARRIERS TO PROGRESS

BARRIERS TO ACCESS

» Development / Age (Temporary)
» Lack of Knowledge
» Incomplete Context/Understanding

» Deliberate Separation



BARRIERS TO PROGRESS

D. Todd Christofferson, April 2021



BARRIERS TO PROGRESS

BARRIERS TO ACCESS - DEVELOPMENT / AGE (TEMPORARY)

» Developmentally unable to understand the covenant process

» "“...their children shall be baptized for the remission of sins when eight years
old" - D&C 68:27

BARRIERS TO ACCESS - LACK OF KNOWLEDGE

» Unable to find the information necessary to participate in the covenant path

» Have yet to encounter religion or the gospel of Jesus Christ specifically



BARRIERS TO PROGRESS

BARRIERS TO ACCESS - INCOMPLETE UNDERSTANDING

» "line upon line, precept upon precept” - 2 Nephi 28:30
» Unable to establish a context or reasoning behind a specific principle

» Just because we have the facts or raw text of the gospel does not mean we
understand it

» Unprepared to receive the underlying principle



BARRIERS TO PROGRESS

Mark 4:3-9



BARRIERS TO PROGRESS

BARRIERS TO ACCESS - DELIBERATE SEPARATION

» Unable to establish a context or reasoning behind a specific principle resulting
in discontinuation of practice

» Disagreement with the perceived results of a principle

» Gradual separation/discontinuation in pursuit of greater emotional comfort



APPLYING REPENTANCE

Quinten L. Cook, April 2022



DEFINING REPENTANCE

DEFINING REPENTANCE

» Deliberate change in behavior

» Acknowledgement that past actions are beyond our control

» Acceptance that only Christ can fully balance past actions

» Faith that Christ is willing and able to pay for the effects of our actions

» A willingness to release the burden of that history



DEFINING REPENTANCE

Elliot Francis, April 2023



APPLYING REPENTANCE

APPLYING REPENTANCE

» Recognize that repentance is a necessary and unavoidable step on our path to
salvation

» Accept that change is needed/desired
» Internalize the desired to reach for that change, even as we fail to achieve it.

» Place the instructions of the gospel and the savior ahead of our own
conceptions about what is need

» Pursue those changes that are revealed to us until they replace our nature



APPLYING REPENTANCE

Elliot Francis, April 2023



REVIEW

REPENTING OUR WAY TO THE TEMPLE

» Covenants are the path to God.
» Temple participation is where we receive eternal covenants

» Continuing temple participation is one of the most effective "enduring to the
end" actions we can take

» If we are unclear on, in disagreement with, or unready for any of the points
above repentance is available to us to help us make the changes needed



REVIEW

Winston Churchill (Attributed)



CONCLUSION

REPENTING OUR WAY TO THE TEMPLE

» Accept that our value is sufficient to warrant the atonement
» Understand that repentance is the only way to endure along the covenant path

» Change our behavior so as to both desire and be worthy of bringing other
souls to the covenant path

» Pursue further light and knowledge through temple worship so that we may
become more effective in pointing others towards the path



APPLYING REPENTANCE

President Russel M. Nelson, April 2019



